ANNUAL  REPORT,  1895. 


Gentlemen, 

I 

Within  the  area  of  the  Startforth  Rural  District,  having  a  population  of 
2,874  persons,  there  occurred,  during  the  year  1895,  52  Deaths  or  i8-09  per  1,000 
inhabitants,  but  two  deaths  were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
reducing  the  actual  number  to  50  or  17-36  per  1,000,  being,  I  regret  to  say,  a 
considerable  increase  on  the  rate  of  mortality  in  the  preceding  year. 

Infantile  Mortality  also  shows  a  great  increase,  14  Deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  occurring  as  compared  with  only  8  for  the  year  1894, 
amounting  to  26-92  per  cent,  of  total  deaths.  In  fact  the  death  rate  for  1895, 
among  infants,  equals  that  of  1893  and  1894  together. 

Diarrhoea  accounted  for  two  deaths,  Whooping  Cough  for  one,  and  Acute 
Bronchitis  for  one,  the  rest  died  of  sundry  other  infantile  disorders. 

The  deaths  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65  numbered  14,  or  26  92  per  cent  of 
total  deaths. 

Heart  Disease  caused  six  deaths. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  accident,  those  of  the  two  unfortunate  tramps 
killed  on  the  railway  by  the  Steam  Snow  Plough. 

No  deaths  are  ascribed  to  Infectious  Disease.  There  were  90  Births 
registered  during  the  year. 

II. 

The  general  sick- rate  for  the  year  was  low,  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
quarter,  when  the  unusual  severity  of  the  weather  caused  a  high  sick-rate, 
especially  among  children.  In  the  month  of  January  four  deaths  were  regis¬ 
tered,  and  all  four  cases  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

As  regards  Infectious  Diseases,  there  was  at  Bowes  an  outbreak  of  Measles, 
which  lasted  some  time,  but  did  not  become  general. 

At  Partington  there  were  some  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  as  also  at  Bridge 

End. 

During  the  month  of  April  Influenza  was  somewhat  prevalent  in  the 
district. 
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During  the  early  Autumn  Whooping  Cough  became  very  general, 
especially  among  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes,  amongst  whom  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  isolate  such  cases.  The  outbreak  resulted  in  one 
death  only. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  reported  to  me  from  Dow  Startforth. 
There  were  no  other  cases  in  the  district.  The  original  source  of  infection 
could  not  be  traced. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  to  report  the  adoption  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases’  Notification  Act  in  this  district. 

III. 

The  Sanitary  Supervision  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out  with  great 
care  and  efficiency,  and  the  condition  of  the  district  continues  to  improve. 
An  examination  into  the  state  of  the  “Cross  Keys”  Inn  at  Galley  Hill, 
Boldron,  revealed  the  fact  that  the  house  was  damp,  and  out  of  repair.  The 
defects  have  been  made  good.  It  was  also  found  that  some  of  the  houses  in 
the  village  of  Bowes  had  an  inadequate  water  supply. 

All  dairies  and  cow  sheds  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  found  to 
be  in  good  order. 

No  action  has  been  called  for  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Factories. 

An  addition  is  being  made  to  Messrs.  Ullathorne’s  Flax  Mill  by  the 
erection  of  an  extra  building  that  occupies  the  site  of  a  large  mass  of  earth  and 
rubbish  that  was  piled  up  against  the  wall  of  the  mill,  and  jutted  out  into  the 
river-bed.  The  removal  of  this  large  heap  of  soil  cannot  but  render  the  walls 
drier,  and  so  improve  the  condition  under  which  the  hands  work.  Several 
new  Earth-closets  have  been  constructed  in  the  new  portion  of  the  building 
thus  mitigating  the  pollution  of  the  river. 

The  water  supply  to  Rokeby  School  having  been  found  inadequate,  a  new 
well  has  been  sunk  to  meet  the  deficiency. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.R., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.  B.  Atkinson ,  Printer ,  Barnard  Castle . 


